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COMING— 


THE GOSPEL 
I PREACH 


By Billy Graham 


_ An exclusive article on a vital issue—in the Au- 
gust 12 number of The Sunday School Times. 


“I have but one sermon,’’ says Dr. Graham as he 
prepares for the Philadelphia Crusade. Read how he 
clearly analyzes the heart of his message today. 


Write for a free copy of this issue and have it sent 
to your friends. Send names and addresses on a sepa- 
rate sheet and ask for the August 12 issue. 


Start a gift subscription with the Billy 
Graham article. 


Please enter a subscription, beginning with the August 12 
issue, for: 


NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 


CITY ZONE__ STATE 


[] I enclose $4.00 for one year. (Canada, $4.25; foreign, 
$5.50) 
[] I enclose $2.00 for 26 weeks. (Canada, $2.15; foreign, 
$2.75) 
[] Please bill me for this subscription. 
(All rates are U.S.A. dollars.) 
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The Two Sides of the Coin 


Dr. H. A. Ironside told the story of the pastor who, when 
talking to a boy, asked, “Sonny, have you found Jesus 
Christ?” The youngster replied, “Why, Sir, I didn’t know 
he was lost. But I was lost and He found me.” 

Becoming a Christian is no mere matter of believing 
information. It is not simply giving mental assent to God’s 
plan of salvation. The demons believe all this. They are 
not Christians. We can believe John 3:16 and go to a 
lost eternity. A text of Scripture cannot save us. Christ 
alone can and will save. Miss Ruth Paxson put it well, 
“There is something to be believed—there is Someone to be 
received.” That’s it! We must believe with all our heart 
the testimony of God’s Word concerning Christ the Son 
of God and His death for us on the cross on account of 
our sin. But there is more to it than just that. We must 
act on this truth we believe. We must in faith turn to 
the living Lord Jesus and receive Him, all of Him, which 
includes His will for us as our sovereign Lord and Saviour. 
If by faith I have done this, I can be sure that Christ has 
received me. 

Two sides of the coin. Have I received Christ? Has 
Christ received me? Here are two glorious promises. “‘As 
many as received him, to them gave he the authority 


[power] to become the children of God, even to them that 
believe on his name” (John 1:12). His name—whose 
name? Jesus, Saviour, the name above every name, the 
only saving name, the name at which every knee shall bow. 
Thus to believe on His name means to bow low in sur- 
render and obedience as we by faith receive Him. Then 
John 6:37, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to 
me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 


Two sides of the coin. The elective choice of God and 
the joyous response to the one who truly believes. How 
can we be sure? Well, if we, with all our hearts, come 
to Him, our crucified, risen, and living Lord, we can be 
certain he will not turn us away. But you and I know 
all sorts of folk who believe information—facts of the 
Gospel—but they are not Christian. They go to church, 
they are active in church affairs, but something is missing— 
Christ is missing. They may believe the Gospel in an 


intellectual sort of way, but they have not received Christ. 


Two sides of the coin—‘I in you... ye in me.” Ina 
day of superficiality and spiritual unreality let us concen- 
trate on the heart of the Gospel call—“‘Come unto me”— 
“Just as I am I come” to thee. 





The Secret of Assurance and Freedom 
By Arthur Hedley 
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“If ye abide in my word, then are ye 
truly my disciples; and ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:31, 32, A.S.V.): 


HEN our Lord uttered the above 
words, He was addressing some 
who had believed in Him during 
His discourse, and were now willing to 
become His disciples. He deals with 
them very frankly and emphasizes the 
fact that a profession of discipleship is 
not enough. If they would be His disci- 
ples indeed, and have a deep inward as- 
surance that they were within His fold, 
then they must abide in His Word. To 
abide in Christ’s Word is equivalent to 
abiding in Christ Himself, since He is 
the incarnate Word (John 1:1, 14). If 
His Word is neglected or forsaken, the 
chief connecting link between the 
Master and the disciple is broken. 
The omniscient Christ knew only too 
well that many would leave Him when 
they saw what His teaching involved. 
In the Parable of the Sower He speaks 


of the stony-ground hearers who, hav- 
ing “heard the word, immediately re- 
ceive it with gladness; and have no root 
in themselves, and so endure for a time: 
afterward, when affliction or perse- 
cution ariseth for the word’s sake, 
immediately they are offended” (Mark 
4:16, 17). ; 

Some were moved by mercenary mo- 
tives to profess discipleship, but when 
our Lord spoke things hard to under- 
stand, and it became obvious they would 
gain no material profit by continuing 
their discipleship, they “went back, and 
walked no more with him” (John 6:66). 
It takes little to sever so feeble a con- 
nection with Christ. Many who profess 
discipleship at a special meeting turn 
back when they come face to face with 
reality, and the chief cause of their 
desertion is their failure to abide in 
Christ’s Word. 

The believer who dwells in the Word, 
and can say with the Psalmist, “It is my 
meditation all the day” (Psa. 119:97), 
enters into a very real and living re- 


lationship with Christ. He becomes a 
disciple indeed. He is no more pro- 
bationer but a full disciple; not one in 
name only but in reality. 

As we abide in Christ’s Word, and 
obey it fully and gladly, “the Spirit it- 
self beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God” (Rom 8: 
16). There is an “if” with regard 
to the condition: “If ye abide”; but 
there is no “if” with regard to the con- 
sequence: “Ye are my disciples in- 
deed.” It is a great honor to be a full 


disciple of. Christ, to be under His . 


direct and constant tuition, and to be 
within the circle of His light and love. 
To continue in Christ’s Word and to 
obey it whatever the cost is to give 
proof of the sincerity of our disciple- 
ship, for He said, “He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me” (John 14:21). Abid- 
ing in the Word we “abide in the Son, 
and in the Father” (1 John 2:24, A.S.V.). 
The soul living and continuing in 


(Continued on page 581) 
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SALE 


THE TIMES News Report 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—Secretary Abraham 
Ribicoff of the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare has submitted a memorandum to 
the Senate subcommittee on education, stating 
that a program of federal loans to private and 
parochial schools for construction of classrooms 
designed for the teaching of specific subjects is 
constitutional. The new memorandum cleared 
the way for both the House and Senate subcom- 
mittees on education to approve a loan program 
for the parochial schools. It would seem to 
assure that the President will approve the rec- 
ommendation. 


@ LISBON, PORTUGAL.—The Portuguese gov- 
ernment denied here that it has carried out 
“barbarous repression” and “deliberate extermi- 
nation” in her West African territory of Angola. 


- A Foreign Ministry communique contended that 


the charges had been spread by “international 
political spheres and certain religious sects or 
foreign missionary organizations.” Refugees 
who have fled from Angola into the neighboring 
Congo reported recently that northern Angola 
had been turned into a desolate battlefield by 
warring rebels and Portuguese troops. They 
said rebel suspects were being shot and villages 
bombed by Portuguese planes. Portuguese 
authorities have ordered all religious missions 
in northern Angola closed.° The Overseas Min- 
istry said its order was issued to protect mis- 
sionaries, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, 
from violence. 


@ BARCELONA.—The Bishop of Madrid-Alcala 
warned early this year that in spite of the ecu- 
menical movement “we must dea! without any 
human consideration against Protestants when 
these try to spread their errors and heresies, 
because after all, true ecumenism means only 
return to Rome.” Protestants here are witness- 
ing a new wave of repression. On June 9, the 
Plymouth Brethren meeting place in Zaragoza 
was closed by the authorities. Recently several 
leaders of Protestant work have been interro- 
gated concerning their activities. Two official 
representatives of Ediciones Evangelicas Europeas 
have been arrested on a charge of printing “clan- 
destine literature,” and are awaiting trial. 


@ COLOMBIA.—Evidence of new anti-Prot- 
estant violence continues, despite recent reports 
of a new rapport between the Catholic and 
Protestant churches. On May 23 an evangelical 
meeting was disturbed and harassed by a priest 
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with little interference from police. In another 
place the parish priest led a mob of school chil- 
dren in an assault on Protestants gathered in a 
private home for a religious service. After the 
attack, the priest said that he would prevent the 
spread of Protestantism by any means necessary, 
even by “blood and fire.” 


@ GRAND RAPIDS.—The Christian Reformed 
Church voted at its annual synod here to con- 
tinue conversations looking toward organic un- 
ion with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and 
the Protestant Reformed Churches of America, 


@ PHILADELPHIA.—A new Protestant denomi- 
nation was created on July 4. The constitution 
of the United Church of Christ, combining the 
Congregational Christian and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Churches, was declared to be in effect. 
Adoption of the constitution climaxed the new 
body‘s assembly at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 
here. The document is the result of 20 years of 
negotiation, and welds two divergent traditions. 
Congregationalism emphasizes the autonomy of 
the local church, and the E and R tradition places 
authority in regional councils. The merger pro- 
vides for a “presbyterian” pattern for church 
government, but safeguards the autonomy of 
local congregations. The Rev. Dr. James Wag- 
ner, president of the E and R group, said, “We 
have today demonstrated that if two or more 
communions of historically divergent traditions 
really want to do it, they can find a way to 
union wholly consistent with a devotion to 
Christ and the Bible.” The Rev. Dr. Ben M. 
Herbster was elected president of the new de- 
nomination. 


@ CHICAGO.—A mob dominated by teen- 
agers forced the evacuation of 80 Negroes from. 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church here with threats of 
violence. The group had just survived a hotel 
fire, and had been offered the use of the church 
as a refuge by the pastor. Red Cross officials 
escorted the Negroes to a church in a Negro 
neighborhood when the mob threatened to 
smash windows and deface the Lutheran church 
unless the fire victims were ejected. 





Tat Wak... 


A proposal for. the Nonprofessional—the 
pros and cons of this area of mission work. 
By Arthur F. Glasser. 
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Congo: a Year Later 


Last July the missionary force in Congo was rocked by 
a sudden, violent political and military upheaval in the 
newly independent nation. The structure of seventy-five 
years of work for the Lord seemed to be on the verge of 
collapse. Missionaries faced an unanswerable question, hu- 
manly speaking: should they remain in the face of danger 
and possible death, or evacuate and hope for a better day 
to return? 

There were 1,000 American Protestant missionaries in 
Congo at that time. A month later there were 255. The 
advice of the U. S. State Department, of mission executives, 
and of the national Christians had been that the mission- 
aries should leave. Disruption on the field, disruption at 
home. A West Coast couple, just appointed and with 
support obtained, set out for New York, planning to embark 
for Congo. They got as far as Chicago. 

But then the “better day” seemed to arrive last fall. 
The United Nations had brought a semblance of order and 
control to Congo. Russian and Chinese pressures were 
successfully resisted. Many missionaries returned to their 
posts. By the end of December, 503 were back in Congo. 

However, uncontrolled violence again broke out. Patrice 
Lumumba was slain. Congo troops battled UN troops and 


captured the seaport of Matadi. Missionaries in Kivu prov- 
ince, previously safe, had to flee for their lives. 


The missionary force itself has remained around 500. 
There has been much shifting of personnel, from Congo to 
the U. S. and return, within Congo, and between Congo 
and bordering areas such as Uganda and the Rhodesias. 
Some mission leaders have been encouraged with the re- 
sponse of African Christians in the emergency; others have 
been disappointed. There were an estimated 20,000 national 
workers with the missions in Congo last July. 


What about the future? The spirit of independence is 
not confined to politics in Africa. There are many signs 
that the church in Africa will demand its independence. 
If the full missionary force could return to Congo today, 
would it be on a different basis than before? If the 
national believers demand it, should a missionary work under 
their authority, though he may think the church is not 
“ready,” or should he pioneer a work elsewhere? Mission 
boards are facing complicated questions in difficult days. 


Congo a year later? An uneasy truce; a record of bravery, 
faith, and hope; a call to self-examination, and to prayer 
for the Lord’s servants. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


kept up with the increase. in population. 


sisterhood. 





DECLINE IN SEMINARY ENROLLMENT.—Enrollments in Protestant Seminaries 
across the country showed a drop in the last year of 5.3 per cent, or 1,125 fewer students 
than were enrolled the year before, according to The New York Times for April 16. The 
Roman Catholic seminaries show a slight increase, but Catholic officials are, nevertheless, wor- 
ried because enrollment in their seminaries is not keeping up with the increase in Catholic 
population in our country. In the United Presbyterian Church, there has been a drop in 
the number of seminary students of twelve per cent in one year. Other major denomi- 
nations are showing a similar decline in seminary enrollment—the American Baptist Con- 
vention, the Southern Baptist Convention, the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. (Southern), 
the Disciples of Christ, and the American Lutheran Church. 

In regard to Bible institutes and Bible colleges, while it is true that in the thirty-seven ac- 
credited schools of this type, there was an increase of three per cent of attendance during 
the last year, it is admitted by their officers that the increase over the last ten years has not 


This shortage of clergymen is found also in’ the three major Jewish groups of our coun- 
try, the Orthodox, the Conservative, and the Reformed. In one theological seminary, the 
enrollment dropped from 160 in 1956 to a low of ninety-two in 1958. Many denomina- 
tions are now planning extensive programs for recruitment. Among the Catholics, the Paul- 
ist Press has prepared ten illustrated booklets to be distributed, one each month, to every adult 
parishioner leaving mass, providing information and exhortation regarding the priesthood and 


THE INFLUENTIAL ELIJAH.—A two-day world congress of Jewish folklore was re- 
cently held in Haifa, devoted exclusively to the subject of the influence of the Prophet 
Elijah on the traditions and customs of Jewish and Gentile: peoples. One result of the Con- 
gress is the decision to prepare records, a catalog, and archives on everything published in 
all the principal languages relating to Elijah. During the Congress forty lectures were given 
On various topics relating to the ministry of this mighty prophet of God. 











ss July 22, 1961 (Lesson for August 6) 













































SESE ¥'» 


SS eermere a 





Asia's Spiritual Crisis 


What are the issues faced by the Church in Asia today? 


T 


By DAVID H. ADENEY 


Associate General Secretary for the Far East 
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students 


up of two _ characters meanh- 

ing “danger” and “opportunity.” 
These two elements can be plainly dis- 
cerned in the situation facing the 
Church of Jesus Christ in Asia today. 
Last winter as I visited Christian uni- 
versity students in the Far East, travel- 
ing from the tropical countries of 
Southeast Asia to the snow-covered 
hills of Korea and Japan, I was re- 
minded of the intensity of the spiritual 
conflict. In most countries doors are 
still open for the preaching of the Gos- 
pel, but the small minority of Chris- 
tians is surrounded by the forces of 
materialism that seem to be advancing 
on every front. 

Throughout Asia there is a spirit of 
change end uncertainty regarding the 
future. The pages of history turned 
slowly in previous centuries, but today 
they seem to have been caught by a 
whirlwind, and the rapid sequence of 
revolutions, student riots, and economic 
upheavals has produced a sense of in- 
security. We have seen the absolute 
end of Western rule and the emer- 
gence of new nations that are seeking to 
cleanse their houses from the slightest 
taint of imperialism that may still re- 
main. 

“Freedom” is indeed the watchword 
in these lands, but in many countries 
the sense of triumph that accompanied 
liberation has been followed by frustra- 
tion. Early experiments in democracy 


Te Chinese word for crisis is made 
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have often been wrecked by cor- 
rupt government. Economic problems, 
partly due to the population explosion 
and aggravated by the oppression and 
selfishness of the rich, have been ex- 
ploited by the agents of Communism. 

In the past most of the people lived 
in rural areas, but now some of the 
greatest cities of the world are to be 
found in Asia, and fourteen per cent 
of the population resides in cities of 
over 20,000 people. In these great ur- 
ban centers of commerce and culture, 
the gods of materialism greatly out- 
number the shrines and idols of the old 
religions. Evangelical missionaries have 
penetrated remote country areas, trans- 
lated the. Bible into the languages of 
tribal peoples, and established rural 
churches, but often the great cities and 
fast-growing student centers have been 
neglected. 

It is amazing to see the speed with 
which universities and schools are being 
built. Two years ago I was shown an 
almost bare hillside in Malaya that was 
to be the site of a new university. To- 


_ day it is covered by a beautiful campus 


with the latest forms of modern 
architecture. A couple of years ago 
when I met with a small group of 
Christians in the University of Saigon, 
there were 5,000 students. Today there 
are 10,000. Thus in the student world 
there is also a population explosion. 
Outside of Communist China, with its 
600,000 university students, there are 


International Fellowship of Evan- 
gelical Students Asian Leaders’ 
Conference, Hong Kong. 


probably three million students study- 
ing in Asian universities. Tokyo alone 
has 300,000 college students. 

The spirit of nationalism is very 
strong among these students, but na- 
tionalism is not wholly an evil thing. 
It may produce racial hatred and the 
worship of the state instead of God, but 
on the other hand, among Christians it 
may be used to stir them up to take 
responsibility for the work of the Gos- 
pel in their own land. If the Church is 
to advance in this new scientific age 
she must not only evangelize the stu- 
dents but she must also pray that from 
among them many will dedicate their 
lives to the service of the Lord Jesus. 

Asia’s crisis is spiritual because the 
change that is most profoundly affect- 
ing men and women today is the swing 
toward an utterly materialistic philoso- 
phy of life that robs man of all spiritual 
values and leaves him a mere cog in a 
machine, or brings him down to the 
level of an animal. An Indian student 
once said to me, “I cannot be content 
to be just a machine for digesting food.” 

A few weeks ago in the Polytechnic 
College in Singapore a Moslem turned 
to me with the question, “Why is it that 
God has ceased to speak to man?” He 
was obviously a student who had been 
thinking deeply. He held the view that 
Mohammed was the last of the prophets. 
He went on to say, “If ever we needed 
a prophet it is today, for we are seeing 
the march of materialism, which 
threatens to sweep everything before it. 
We need another prophet, or perhaps it 
is the messiah.” There were other stu- 
dents at that meeting who were truly 
seeking Christ. It is obvious that there 
is a harvest waiting to be reaped in the 
universities of Asia. 

It is not éasy to be a disciple of the 
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crucified and risen Lord in Asian coun- 
tries. Everywhere the Christians form 
a small minority. In some areas they 
face direct persecution. A Malay Mos- 
lem converted at an _  Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship mission was allowed to con- 
tinue at the university only on 
condition that she promise not to attend 
any meetings. After graduation she 
was placed under the “protection” of 
other Moslem families and is carefully 
guarded to prevent her from coming 
into contact with Christians. A Japa- 
nese university student refused to 
worship at the family shrine and was 
forced to leave home but continues 
faithfuly to witness for Christ. An In- 
dian spoke of the difficulty of living for 
Christ in a university where as far as he 
knew he was the only Christian. In 
some of the great Roman Catholic uni- 
versities in the Philippines, where public 
meetings would not be permitted, small 
groups of Christians meet on the grass 
under a tree for student-led Bible study. 
Larger groups of Christians are to be 
found in Singapore, Hong Kong, and 
Taiwan. But everywhere there is a 
price to be paid by those who seek to 
bear an effective testimony to Jesus 
Christ. 

In Hong Kong and South Korea, 
Christians live within a few miles of 
Communist territory. They cannot for- 
get that more than 600,000,000 people 
live in a society that is dominated by a 
materialistic philosophy of life, diamet- 
rically opposed to all faith in God. 
Young people in a Communist society 
find it especially hard to maintain their 
Christian faith, for not only is life so 
regimented that there is. not time for 
church activity, but they face intense 
indoctrination and the ridicule of their 
friends. Theoretically they may be free 
to read the Bible, but the student who 
is discovered studying the Word of God 
will be considered in need of “help” 
in order that his thinking may be cor- 
rected. In spite of these difficulties 
God has His faithful servants who per- 
haps would echo the words of a Ger- 
man pastor in the Eastern zone who 
said, “We are fewer now, but at least 
we know who we are and what we are 
here for. We have experienced the liv- 
ing Christ, and now we are invincible.” 

In some countries of Southeast Asia 
the threat of total Communist control 
is very real. In South Vietnam many 
of the Christians in country districts 
are already living under Communist 
domination. Everywhere the charge is 
Circulated that Christian missionary 
work is a tool of Western imperialism. 

In situations such as these, we would 
expect the Church to be mobilizing all 
her resources to meet the onslaught of 
a godless materialism. Often, however, 
those who come out of Communist 
China, where perhaps they have suf- 
fered for the sake of Christ, find the 
Church in the free countries pleasure 
loving and lukewarm, frequently sadly 
hindered by internal bickering and di- 
vision. 

Thousands of missionaries in Asia are 
Working in churches, mission halls, 
Tadio stations, schools, hospitals, refugee 
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The Test 
By Ruth Gibbs Zwall 


OW slow we are to comprehend 
The ways of God. 
The stony path, the sudden bend 
Along the road— 
Are they the answer to that hour 
We knelt in prayer, 
Asked for His presence and His power 
To meet us there? 


Not only in the sunny clime 

The tree must grow, 

But deepening roots shall feel the time 
Of stormy blow. 

Shall He do less, the God of hope, 

For souls at prayer? 

Stand still upon the windward slope 

And trust Him there. 








camps, and with evangelical publishers. 
The missionary who can work humbly 
with his national brethren and has a 
spiritual contribution to make to the 
Church is still welcome, but - the 
greatest need of all is for Spirit-filled 
national workers. Too often leadership 
remains in the hands of the mission- 
aries. A mediocre standard of Chris- 
tian experience in the churches fails to 
produce national leaders with the 
spiritual power that is needed for ef- 
fective witness. Asia desperately needs 
a nucleus of disciples with a sense of 
mission and a burning love for Jesus 
Christ, resulting in a disciplined life, 
sacrificial service, and courageous wit- 
ness. 

Thank God for Asian brethren. But 
the number is too small and the hour is 
late. Top priority must be given to the 
training of leaders. Sometimes de- 
pendence upon foreign funds, and a 


tendency to keep national Christians in 
the rut of foreign organizational pat- 
terns has hindered the development of 
strong faith and spiritual vision and 
initiative. Training of workers must 
not be limited to that given in Bible 
schools and seminaries. Perhaps some 
would be better trained through the 
discipleship method. Often a little 
group of young workers gathered round 
a man of God with spiritual power and 
vision can learn more than those un- 
dergoing formal training in a Bible 
school. 

It has been encouraging to meet with 
groups of Asian students in Melbourne, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and Manila who 
desire to dedicate their whole lives to 
the work of the Gospel, some in full- 
time church work, others through their 
profession. It is of the utmost impor- 
tance that every encouragement be 
given to these young people, for only 
through the development of a strong 
missionary movement within the 
Church in Asia can the great commis- 
sion be fulfilled. Christians in the West 
should unite in prayer with their 
brothers and sisters in Christ in Asia, 
praying that the Lord of the harvest 
may in these critical days prepare stu- 
dents for missionary service, realizing 
that a harvest field is not static. It 
will not wait for the reaper. The op- 
portunity for reaping will pass. As 
long as doors remain open, we must 
prepare literature and send workers— 
missionaries and vocational witnesses— 
but our main objective must be to help 
Asian Christians go forth as laborers in 
the fields that are white already to 
harvest. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


Published by courtesy Floodtide magazine. 


The Value of Liturgy 


By the REV. W. R. SYMONS, 


Anglican Church 


Schomberg, Ontario, Can. 


UR Lord Jesus Christ, in response 

to the request of the disciples to 
teach them to pray, gave them the words 
we all know as the Lord’s Prayer. This 
prayer has become standard in most of 
our churches and is in itself a little 
liturgy. It is probably the first prayer 
we learn to repeat. In His private 
prayers and in company with His disci- 
ples, Jesus also uttered to God those 
spontaneous petitions that are the out- 
come of special needs and situations. His 
prayer at the grave of Lazarus is an 
example of this. Both types of prayer 
have been used by Christians from the 
earliest days, and both have their place. 
In the, tradition of the church to 
which I belong, the worship of God in 
the regular services is liturgical. A 
prayer book gives the various parts of 
worship; this is carried on Sunday by 
Sunday. Fortunately, many of us have 
had fellowship with those whose wor- 





ship is of a more free type, and we have 
benefitted much therefrom. However, 
we do feel that there are some factors 
in liturgical worship that are of great 
value. They may be stated under three 
headings: Doctrinal Value, Ethical 
Value, and Devotional Value. These 
will be illustrated from the liturgy with 
which I am most familiar. 

1. Doctrinal Value. In a church fol- 
lowing the plan of the Church Year 
there is regularly brought before the 
minds and hearts of the people the 
great doctrines of the Christian faith. 
In Advent we are reminded of the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus Christ, first as a 
babe in Bethlehem. We ponder the 
wonder of the Incarnation. Finally, we 
consider the end of the present age, 
when He comes in power and great 
glory. During Lent the Passion of the 
Saviour leads to His atoning death on 


(Continued on page 582) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Acts 9:36 Now there was at Joppa a certain Seitatiin named 
Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this 
woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. 

37 And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, 
and died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in 
an upper chamber. 

38 And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the 
disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him 
two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to 
them. 

39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was 
come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the 


International Uniform Lesson 





DORCAS, A WOMAN OF GOOD WORKS 
Acts 9:36-43; printed text, same 


Golden Text.—But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased.—Heb. 13:16 


garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them, 


40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and 
prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. 
And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat 
up. 

41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when 
he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive. 

42 And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many 
believed in the Lord. 

43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in 
Joppa with one Simon a tanner. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, co yrighted by Inter- 


widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and 


national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


AITH and works are complemen- 
F tary in Christianity. Ethics are 

not the cause, of course, but rather 
the effect of true belief, and right- 
eousness of conduct adorns the doctrine 
of the one who knows God as Saviour. 
Loving’ the Lord God with all the heart 
and mind issues in loving one’s neigh- 
bor as oneself. 

Dorcas was well-known and well- 
loved for her benefactions. But her 
charities flowed out of the fact that she 
was already a disciple. Her faith God- 
ward issued in her works manward, 
and because she was the object of 
Heaven’s grace, she sought also to be the 
channel through whom that grace should 
flow out to others. 

But though her life bore such con- 
sistent witness to her faith, yet in the 
mysterious providence of God, this good 
woman was permitted to die. 

In all probability, this apparent trag- 
edy raised questions in the minds of 
many who knew her. Why should she 
die? Was she not greatly needed? Her 
service had been so beneficial to the 
community. Why would God allow it? 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:36—‘“Now there was at Joppa 
a certain disciple named Tabitha, which 

. is ... Dorcas: this woman was full 
of good works and almsdeeds which 
she did.” Joppa was a well-known Old 
Testament seaport, which today bears 
the Israeli name, Yafo, and is situated 


adjacent to modern Tel Aviv on the © 


Mediterranean. Here lived a devout 
woman whose Hebrew name, Tabitha, 
and Greek name, Dorcas, both mean 
“Gazelle.” 

Verse 37.—“And .. . in those days... 
she was sick, and died: whom when 
they had washed, they laid her in an 
upper chamber.” Usually interment 
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followed quickly after death. But the 
fact that they laid the body in an up- 
stairs room might suggest that her 
friends had heard of the recent miracle 
wrought on Aeneas in nearby Lydda 
(see vv. 32-35), and were hoping that 
Peter might accomplish a miracle in her 
case as well. 


Verse 38—“And forasmuch as Lydda 
was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples 
had heard that Peter was there, they 
sent unto him two men, desiring him 
that he would not delay to come to 
them.” Nine or ten miles away, in 
Lydda, was Simon Peter. A delega- 
tion of two men was sent to him urging 
him to come immediately. There can 
be little doubt that hope and expecta- 
tion lay behind this mission. 


Verse 39.—“Then Peter arose and 
went ... they brought him into the 
upper chamber: and all the widows 
stood by him weeping, and shewing the 
coats and garments which Dorcas made, 
while she was with them.” This scene 
is both vivid and touching. The high 
place that their benefactress had held 
in their hearts is evidenced in their 
tears, and in the display of the gar- 
ments that she used to make for them. 
Thus her works followed her. 

Verse 40—“But Peter put them all 
forth, and kneeled down, and prayed: 
and turning him to the body said, 
Tabitha, arise. And she opened her 
eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat 
up.” In order to pray such a prayer of 
faith Peter required quiet and solitude. 
Hence, he followed the example of his 
Lord, when, on one occasion he had 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God” 
(1 Pet. 3:18). 




















seen Him work under similar circum- 
stances (see Mark 5:37-41). This re- 
sulted in clearing the room of every 
mourner. Kneeling down, he besought 
God. In the full confidence that he had 
been heard, he then turned and ad- 
dressed the dead woman in simple and 
direct language. The result was im- 
mediate. The miracle was complete. 


Verse'41.—“And he gave her his hand, 
and lifted her up, and when he had 
called the saints and widows, presented 
her alive.” Again imitating his Master 
(see Matt. 9:25), Peter assisted Dorcas 
to her feet, and then presented her alive 
to the rejoicing friends. The expres- 
sion “saints and widows” does not sug- 
gest that widows could not be saints, of 
course, but rather the probability that 
the charities of this worthy woman ex- 
tended beyond the circle of the be- 
lievers to that of unbelievers. 


Verse 42—“And it was known 
throughout all Joppa; and many be- 
lieved in the Lord.” The news of this 
great miracle spread rapidly through- 
out the entire city, and served as the 
ringing of a bell to call attention to the 
message associated with it. The result 
was a large-scale turning to the Lord 
Jesus. Many true conversions took 
place. 


Verse 43.—“And it came to pass, that 
he tarried many days in Joppa with 
one Simon a tanner.” The revival that 
broke out called for pastoral care, and 
this need doubtless let to Peter's 
decision to remain in Joppa for an ex~- 
tended period. Accepting the hospital- 
ity of a tanner, whose house was by 
the seaside, the apostle made this home 
his headquarters while he ministered 
in spiritual things among the saints. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is to be expected that the wicked 
should suffer adversity. But when the 
righteous also suffer, we are sometimes 
tempted to question the divine order- 
ings. 


P 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES =f 





BEePeP SsSssertSeBSS&Rekeser SSESsgyg 


= 
a 


sos fe 








a er SS of 


=O MS Ff 


is: woe 





i. July 22, 1961 (Lesson for August 6) 


a 


The woman Tabitha, or Dorcas, was 
both devout and dedicated to the needs 
of her fellows. Her fingers and her 
needle were constantly and sacrificially 
employed in behalf of others, and be- 
cause of her services, especially for 
Joppa’s needy widows, she commended 
her faith in Christ and won the highest 
esteem of all of her neighbors. 

Despite all this, however, she took ill 
and died. 

This brought dismay and tears. Why 
had God permitted it? 

The sequel provides the answer. 
While the life of Dorcas was very in- 
fluential, her death—and ' subsequent 
resurreetion—was very much more in- 
fluential. Besides demonstrating the 
power of God, the miracle became 
known throughout the entire city, and 
large numbers were therefore genuinely 
converted. Moreover, it brought the 
presence and ministry of Peter to Joppa 
for an extended period. 

The God who sees the end from the 
beginning, and who orders all of His 
children’s circumstances in view of that 
ultimate end, was the great Cause in 
these happenings to Dorcas. His wis- 
dom is, therefore, justified by wisdom’s 
children (see Matt. 11:19). It is per- 
fectly evident that more glory accrued 
to His name and considerably greater 
blessing came to the community be- 
cause of the seeming tragedy that de- 
scended upon this handmaid of the 
Lord. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The reputation of Dorcas (Acts 9:36, 
39) 

2. The removal of Dorcas (v. 37) 

3. The resurrection of Dorcas (vv. 38, 
40, 41) 

4. The response to the miracle (vv. 42, 
43) 


Topics for Development 

The Purpose of the Apostolic Mir- 
acles. There are three words in the 
New Testament for miracles—‘won- 
ders,” “signs” and “mighty deeds.” 
The “wonder” suggests the effect upon 
the witness; the “sign” links with it the 
corresponding message or testimony; 
the “mighty deed” indicates the power 
involved in its accomplishment. 

Now, the mighty works that au- 
thenticated the ministry of Jesus Christ 
also authenticated the ministry of His 
apostles after His ascension. The Chris- 
tian Gospel was released by these men 
in the midst of a hostile Judaism and a 
cruel paganism, and it was necessary, 
therefore, that it be corroborated by 
Supernatural power. Mark’s account of 
the great commission concludes with 
the statement that the messengers went 
forth, their “Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs 
following” (Mark 16:20). Thus the 
Message was confirmed by the miracle 
(see Heb. 2:3, 4). 

It is clear, therefore, that the primary 
object of these signs was not the bless- 
ing of the subject, but rather to confirm 
the testimony of the new message and 
to call the attention of the witnesses to 
it. The benefit to the subject was sec- 
ondary. 








Last Week’s Lesson 
5. sie 80.—Thomas, the Realist. John 


11:5-16; 14: 3-6; 20:24-29; Acts 1:18 
Next Week’s Lesson 
7. August 13—John Mark, a Young 


we Acts 12: 12, 25; 13:4, 
5, 18; 15:36-39; Colossians 4: 10, 
11; 2 Timothy 4:11b; 1 Peter 5:13 








As we have seen, this is illustrated 
in the story of Dorcas. Her resurrection 
from the dead issued in a spiritual re- 
vival in the city. 

But the miracles have something 
more than even an evidential value. 
They are really enacted parables. For 
example, the feeding of the five thou- 
sand connects itself with the feeding of 
men with the Bread of Life. And the 
raising of those who are physically 
dead suggests the imparting of spiritual 
life to those who are dead in sins.. 


Practical Applications 


The story of Dorcas illustrates the 
truth that it is not necessary to be 
great in either name, rank, or position 
to be used of God. This saint was sim- 
ply a woman who had a love for her 
Lord, for her neighbors, and who also 
had a consecrated needle. Her minis- 
try was quiet, her life obscure. She 
apparently had one ambition: to do 
good. 

Dorcas’s goodness evidently extended 
beyond the Christian circle. At least it 
would seem so. Peter presented her 
alive to “the saints and widows” (Acts 
9:41), and this may suggest that these 
widows were not believers, for they are 
distinct from the saints. If this is cor- 
rect, then this worthy woman’s bene- 
factions were broad indeed, and her 
example of practical Christian service 
most commendable. 

In apostolic times large numbers of 
the Christians were slaves. Many others 
were ordinary artisans. Still others 
were obscure commoners. And yet 
they were true servants of Christ, eligi- 
ble for His use and His reward (see 
Col. 3: 22-25). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT is the Hebrew form of the 
name Dorcas and what does the 
name mean? 4 

2. In what city did she live? 

3. What marked her life? 

4. When she died, for whom did the 
saints send? 

5. How did the widows react to her 
death? 

6. What did Peter do to the 
mourners before he commanded her to 
arise? 

7. What else did he do? 

8. What effect had the miracle upon 
the citizens of Joppa? 

9. Where did Peter stay while in 
that city? 

10. What was God’s purpose in giving 
miracles in apostolic times? 

(Answers on page 580) 


All this should encourage us. Most of 
us are very ordinary mortals, being 
“one talent” men and women. Our 
gifts and abilities are very limited, and 
at times we feel so inadequate. Per- 
haps we have only a needle, plus some 
ability to wield it. But if we really 
desire to glorify God and will yield our- 
selves, along with our “needles” to 
Him, He will accept us and make us 
channels of blessing to others. 


Golden Text 

Hebrews 13:16—“But to do good and 
to communicate forget not: for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 
We believers are here warned against 
the tendency to forget our charitable 
obligations toward our fellows. We are 
not only to practice good works but to 
share our substance with others. These 
are sacrifices, and they bring pleasure to 
God. 


NortH PatmM BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuGcEsSTED HYMNS 


“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 
“Brighten the Corner Where You Are” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose hand is ever 
ready to bless, give us to see how much 
we owe to Thy bountiful giving and 
make us truly thankful. Give us of 
Thine own spirit of kindness that our 
hands, too, may be outstretched to give 
and to serve. Make us concerned and 
helpful like Dorcas in today’s lesson. 
Show us how we may help others as 
she did and bless our efforts to meet 
people’s needs. Remember our world 
in its troubled state and guide the 
leaders of the nations into wise and 
right ways of removing injustice, re- 
lieving distress, and serving human 
need. Forgive us our failure in love for 
others. Cause Thy love to dwell in us 
and flow through us to bless many. 
Guide and keep: us in the right and 
good way and help us all to do Thy will 
as it is done in Heaven. We ask these 
mercies through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 





HOW CHRISTIAN LOVE 
HARE WHAT YOU HAVE 











After the Lesson—Unless we know 
that an old meaning of “communicate” 
is “share,” we shall misunderstand to- 
day’s Golden Text. It becomes clear 
in Phillips’s translation, “Yet we should 
not forget to do good and to share our 
good things with others, for these too 
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are the sort of sacrifices God will ac- 
cept.” Dorcas was always alert to do 
good and to share with others. Our 
Golden Text tells us to be like that and 
certainly there are many who need the 
help we could give. Sometimes we 
find the need close at hand. Sick and 
infirm people, lonely and discouraged 
people need little kindnesses we could 
do. There are the hungry and the un- 
clothed too, if not close at hand, then 
in. other lands. Many of our mission- 
aries see orphans needing care and 
bright but poor youngsters needing 
someone to put them through school. 
Quite small sums of money will go a 
long way to help needy ones in some 
far-off lands. One person or a small 
group like a Sunday school class can 
often take over the cost of a child’s care 
or his education and do much good, 
especially by doing it through Christian 
missionaries. 

Our text says that with such sacri- 
fices God is well pleased. Look around 
for some kindness you can do. Think 
of what you can share with others in 
need of what you can give and then 
promptly do it. Remember, too, that 
the Lord Jesus takes such kindness done 
to others as done to Him (Matt. 25:40). 


Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“...a certain disciple named Tabitha 
. called Dorcas” (Acts 9:36).—The 
reason for the two names “probably is 
that she was a Hellenistic Jewess, and 
was called Dorcas by the Greeks, while 
to the Jews she was known by the 
name of Tabitha” (Unger’s Bible Dic- 
tionary. Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$8.95). Both names mean “gazelle.” 

“. . . this woman was full of good 
works and almsdeeds” (Acts 9:36) .— 
Commentators call attention to the fact 
that the expression: “full of” is char- 
acteristic of Luke, and is his favorite 
formula for conveying the thought of a 
quality being possessed in the highest 
degree possible. So, we have “full of 
joy” (2:28); “full of the Holy Ghost and 
wisdom” (6:3); “full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost” (6:5); “full of faith and 
power” (6:8); “full of all subtilty” (13: 
10); and “full of wrath” (19:28). 

Dorcas was devoted to good works 
and charitable practices. Her forte was 
needlework. She was a doer, as well as 
a hearer. 

Present day believers are exhorted to 
be “zealous of good works.” The Apos- 
tle Paul urged Titus to “affirm con- 
stantly,. that they which have believed 
in God might be careful to maintain 
good works” (Titus 2:14; 3:8). 

It cannot be affirmed too often that 
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although salvation is by grace, through 
faith, without works (Eph. 2:8, 9), the 
believer’s rewards are based upon his— 
or her—good works (Rev. 22:12). Un- 
saved people have very little—if any— 
appreciation of such things as “grace” 
and “faith,” hence they deduce the real- 
ity of our profession of salvation from 
the amount of our good works that they 
behold (Matt. 5:16). 

Praise God for all members of the 
Dorcas Guild, so to speak, who are using 
their needles, means, and time for the 
making of useful articles for widows, 
orphans, and poverty-stricken people 
throughout the world. 

Literal tons of clothing, shoes, food, 
and literature are being made, or pur- 
chased, and given to the needy at home 
and abroad by Christian women and 
men. 

I have read of three girls whose great 
desire was to have beautiful hands. 
They bought expensive lotions and 
creams and spent considerable time 
making their hands smooth and soft. 
Then they would get together and com- 
pare hands, each one hoping hers was 
the most appealing. 

One day as they were together, a 
fourth girl came along, and listened to 
their talk about their hands. She 
looked at her own which were accus- 
tomed to hard work. The three girls 
laughed at the appearance of this girl’s 
hands. 

Presently, an elderly woman came 
along carrying a heavy bundle. She 
asked if one of the girls would help her 
carry it up the hill. The girls with the 
beautiful hands were silent. But the 
other girl picked up the bundle and 
started off with the elderly woman. At 
the top of the hill, the woman took the 
girl’s hands in hers and said: “The 
prettiest hands are those that help. 
The most beautiful lives are those that 
serve!” 


..“And it came to pass .. . that she was 
sick, and died” (Acts 9:37).—What a re- 
buke these divinely inspired words are 
to the members of that cult which 
says: “Man is never sick, for Mind is 
not sick and matter cannot be.” And 
again: “Any material evidence of death 
is false, for it contradicts the spiritual 
facts of being.” 

The material evidence of death in 
this case is found in the fact that they 
laid the body of Dorcas in an upper 
chamber (v. 37). Sickness and -death 
are realities, even for those whose lives 
are “full of good works and almsdeeds”! 
“It is appointed unto men once to die” 
(Heb. 9:27). All should prepare to 
meet God (Amos 4:12). 

Thank God for the exception to death 
which the Apostle Paul mentions in 1 
Corinthians 15: 51-58. 


“Then Peter arose and went with 
them” (Acts 9:39).—Led by the Spirit, 
Peter went without delay, and was es- 
corted to the chamber where the corpse 
lay. Here the widows displayed the 
handiwork of Dorcas, and they fvlly 
expected the apostle to do something. 

He emptied the chamber as he had 
seen the Lord do at the raising of the 


daughter of Jairus (Matt. 9:25). Then 
he knelt down and prayed. “And turn- 
ing him to the body said, Tabitha, 
arise. And she opened her eyes: and 
when she saw Peter, she sat up” (Acts 
9:40). 


“And he .. . presented her alive . . 
and many believed in the Lord” (Acts 
9:41, 42) —The Holy Scriptures had not 
been completed nor circulated then. 
It was still the age of miracles. What 
is needed in this signless day is a faith 
that will take God at His Word with- 
out seeing signs and wonders per- 
formed. 

The Volume has been completed in 
the interim. The Lord has settled His 
Word forever in Heaven (Psa. 119:89); 
and has magnified it above all His 
name (138:2); and it cannot be broken 
(John 10:35): therefore, believe it for 
Salvation, assurance, guidance, and com- 
fort for time and eternity! 


Wawona, CALIF. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
rey | be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Corked Bottle.—But to do good and to 

communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased (Heb. 13: 
16, Golden Text). Do you sometimes feel 
like a corked bottle? It is an uncom- 
fortable feeling. Some people remind 
me of bottles with the cork left in. 
Dear corked-up bottles, do go and get 
uncorked. There is only one who can 
take out the cork of self-love, shyness, 
or whatever it is that keeps you from 
pouring out for others ‘all you have to 
give. He who was always pouring forth 
sweetness can uncork your bottle. 
Then all you are and have can be used 
for the joyful service of others——From 
Amy Carmichael in Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


Reward of Helping.—Now there was 
at Joppa a certain disciple named 
Tabitha, which by interpretation is 
called Dorcas: this woman was full of 
good works and almsdeeds which she 
did (Acts 9:36). A young woman in 
New York held what was considered a 
splendid position in a school attended 
by children from wealthy homes. Sud- 
denly she gave it up and went to teach 
in one of the most squalid districts on 
the East Side. “These East Side kiddies 
have so little,” she explained. “School 
is the one bright spot in their lives. I 
feel almost like a fairy godmother in 
their midst. The children in my other 
school had everything. They even were 
conveyed to the schoolroom door by 
nurses and chauffeurs. There was no 
‘kick’ in it for me.” Such confessions 
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as this prove that Jesus was right when 
He stressed the fact that the joy that 
comes from helping others is the richest 
reward one can experience in life— 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


Common Lot.—And it came to pass in 
those days, that she was sick, and died 
(Acts 9:37). We are not to think when 
death enters our home that it is a mark 
of God’s displeasure or punishment for 
some specific sin. You are just facing 
the common lot of man. There is a 
story that comes from India that illus- 
trates this. A mother had lost her fa- 
vorite son and was stricken with grief. 
In her distress she went to a wise man 
and asked him if he could bring the boy 
back to life. The wise man said, “If 
you will bring me a spoonful of black 
mustard seed, I will do it”; then he 
added, “But it must be obtained from a 
home where no like sorrow has ever 
come.” The woman went from house 
to house and found plenty of black 
mustard seed, but no home where sor- 
row had never come. When she re- 
turned to the wise man, he said, “My 
daughter, your sorrow is great, but in 
your quest you have seen the grief of 
others, and have learned that you are 
just one of a great multitude that has 
tasted the bitterness of bereavement.” 
—From Dr. P. B. Hill, in The Evangel. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. Prize illustration. 


No Mourners.—All the widows stood 
by him weeping, and shewing the coats 
and garments which Dorcas made, while 
she was with them (Acts 9:39). A few 
months ago I went to the funeral of a 
wealthy man. He had lived in the com- 
munity about fifty years, and we sup- 
posed that there would be many at his 
funeral to pay him respect. There were 
only ten people, besides ourselves, at 
that service, and only one car followed 


the hearse and the mourners to the 


grave. No one but his wife and 
daughter seemed to mourn his loss. 
Why? Because he had lived only for 
himself and his family. I have a friend 
in Seattle who has made more than one 
thousand dresses for war orphans. She 
does beautiful work, and has been of- 
fered a good position designing and 
making children’s clothing for sale. 
But she says, “I have given my talent 
to the Lord, and feel that He wants me 
to use it in this way.” Dorcas must 
have been that kind of woman.—From 
Vivian D. Gunderson in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Fervent Prayer.—But Peter put them 
all forth, and kneeled down, and 
prayed (Acts 9:40). Dr. Wilbur Chap- 
man wrote to a friend, “I have learned 
Some great lessons concerning prayer. 
At one of our missions in England the 
audience was exceedingly small, but I 
Teceived a note saying that an Ameri- 
can missionary was going to pray God’s 
blessing down upon our work. He was 
known as Praying Hyde. Almost in- 
Stantly the tide changed. The hall be- 
Came packed, and at my first invitation 
fifty men accepted Christ as their 
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Saviour. As we were leaving, I said, 
‘Mr. Hyde, I want you to pray for me.’ 
He came to my room, turned the key in 
the door, and dropped on his knees, and 
waited five minutes without a single 
syllable coming from his lips. I could 


hear my own heart thumping and his | 


beating. I felt the hot tears running 
down my face. I knew that I was with 
God. Then with upturned face, down 
which tears were streaming, he said, 
‘O God!’ Then for five minutes at least 
he was still again; and then, when he 
knew that he was talking with God 
there came from the depths of his heart 
such petitions for men as I had never 
heard before. I rose from my knees to 
know what real prayer was. We 
believe that prayer is mighty and we 
believe it as never before.”—From 
Wesleyan Methodist. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Posthumous Gift.——And it was known 
throughout all Joppa; and many be- 
lieved in the Lord (Acts 9:42). The 
wife who humbles herself under. the 
mighty hand of God receives strength 
to meet the forces of evil; and she 
learns the secret of casting her care 
upon the Lord, for the promise is sure 
that He will exalt her in due time. A 
Christian woman had a drunken hus- 
band who frequently abused her. She 
claimed the promise that “the unbe- 
lieving husband is sanctified by the 
wife” (1 Cor. 7:14), and daily sought 
for life’s trials the strength that is 
found alone at the Mercy Seat. For 
years she met Satanic opposition with 
the daily prayer that God would enable 
her so to live Christ that her husband 
might be won by her own “chaste con- 
versation.” Day by day she cast her 
care upon God, and bravely bore her 
husband’s biting sarcasm and _ heartless 
cruelty. Finally the aching heart could 
bear no more, and the feeble frame 
broke under the strain. After the body 
of this noble saint had been laid away 
in the grave, a friend gently touched 
the husband’s shoulder and spoke thus 
to him: “Jim, I want to talk to you 
about her Saviour.” Instantly the flood- 
gates opened, and feelings long sup- 
pressed gave voice. “I know all about 
Him, Bob,” the sorrowing one replied. 
“Only God could have given my wife 
strength to live before me as she did. 
I refused to let her know that her life 
was counting; but her every word and 
deed have spoken to me of Christ. I 
have taken her Saviour to be mine, and 
though I lost my opportunity here, God 
will permit me to tell her in the Glory 
Land that He answered her prayer.” 

In due time—many years it was in 
this case—God kept His word and ex- 
alted the wife who humbled herself.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


INCE we already know John 3:16, 
let us each one in turn recite John 
3: 14-16. 

Today we are going to read from 
Acts 9:36-42 about a good woman 
named Dorcas. Before we read these 
verses, let us find Joppa on the map, 
and talk of some of the things we know 
about this city of long ago, when Joppa 
was the nearest seaport to Jerusalem, 
being about thirty-five miles northwest 
of David’s capital, on the Mediterra- 
nean coast. This ancient city is still im- 
portant today, but its name has been 
changed to Jaffa-Tel Aviv. It is second 
only to the great seaport city of Haifa 
in importance. 

Not only is Joppa mentioned in the 
Bible but it is also mentioned in a list 
of places conquered by Thutmose III, 
one of the Pharoahs of Moses’ lifetime. 
From Joppa also, logs of Lebanon’s for- 
est were sent to King Solomon to build 
the magnificent Temple of Jehovah (2 
Chron. 2:16). Hundreds of years later 
cedar trees for the second Temple were 
shipped to the same harbor by the 
order of Cyrus the Great, a world ruler 
(Ezra 3:7). 

The name Joppa comes from the He- 
brew word for beauty, because an 
enormous amount of sunshine is re- 
fiected from the flatroofed white houses. 

Dorcas, a Greek Jewess, was a de- 
voted Christian woman who was noted 
for her kindness to the poor. She was 
always making garments for the many 
widows and orphans there, and they 
depended on her consecrated needle. 
Then one day a terrible thing hap- 
pened: faithful, hard-working Dorcas 
took sick and died. They were nearly 
overcome with grief, and yet they knew 
they must make funeral arrangements 
immediately, for in that hot climate 
there can be no delay. Word had come 
that the Apostle Peter had come up 
from Jerusalem as far as the little 
town of Lydda, about ten miles away. 
So two Christian men from Joppa 
went hastily to Lydda and asked Peter 
to come back with them at once. 
When Peter arrived, the Christians went 
with him into the guest chamber where 
the cold, still form of Dorcas lay, ready 
for burial. The widows stood around 
Peter weeping, and showing him the 
coats and garments Dorcas had made 
for them, until he asked them to leave 
the room. 

Then Peter knelt down and prayed 
to the Lord to make Dorcas alive again 
so she could go on helping these people 
who. needed her so much. He knew the 
Lord could raise the dead in answer to 
prayer, for two boys were raised from 
the dead in Old Testament days, one 
in answer to Elijah’s prayer, and the 
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other when Elisha prayed. After he 
finished praying, he turned to Dorcas’s 
still body and called her by her He- 
brew name, saying, “Tabitha, arise. 
And she opened her eyes: and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up.” He held 
out his hand and raised her to her feet. 
Then he called the saints and widows 
and presented her alive. How happy 
they were, and how thankful to God, 
who had done this great miracle by his 
servant, the Apostle Peter. 

The wonderful news of Dorcas’s be- 
ing made alive again went all through 
Joppa and many people believed in the 
Lord because of this. Peter stayed in 
Joppa for many days. 

The name of Dorcas still stands for 
good works, so groups of women who 
sew for the needy often call themselves 
Dorcas societies, making her fame live 
on. Can any of you think of a Scrip- 
ture verse that makes us know that 
Dorcas was a very happy person? 
‘Right. “It is more blessed [happy] to 
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 
What can we do for the Lord when we 
do not have much money, but want to 
serve Him? Let us make a list on the 
blackboard. We can clean the church 
building. We can mow the church 
lawn. We can accept responsibility in 
our class and in our young peoples’ 
meetings. 

What man in the Bible helped a per- 
son who could not repay him, any 
more than the widows and orphans 
could repay Dorcas? Yes, the Good 
Samaritan, who rescued the man left 
wounded and half dead by robbers. 
You boys have him for an example. 
I will never forget a boy who came 
along one time when I got a flat tire far 
from help, and couldn’t make the jack 
raise the wheel enough for the tire to 
be changed. That boy took charge 
efficiently and I soon drove on rejoic- 
ing. He refused pay from me, but the 
Lord will reward those who give even 
so small a thing as a cup of cold water 
to someone because he belongs to 
Christ. What a wonderful Master to 
entrust with our lives! 

When we meet Dorcas in Heaven, I 
hope we will be able to say, “Learning 
about you in the Bible encouraged us 
to serve the Lord faithfully.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 577) 


. Tabitha, which means “gazelle.” 
. Joppa. 

. She was full of good works. 

. Simon Peter. 


5. They wept and showed her handi- 
work. 


6. He put them all out. 
7. He prayed. 
8. Many believed on the Lord. 
9. With Simon. the tanner. 
10. To acgredit His Gospel. 
NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Well-Known Dressmaker 
(Acts 9:36-42) 

OLD up a needle with thread in it. 

How could this be used for the 
Lord Jesus? (Allow the class to suggest 
such ways as: mothers making clothes 
for their children, sewing for mission- 
ary projects, orphans, perhaps making 
costumes for a Christian play or drapes 
for the church, yes, even dolls’ clothes 
for gifts to needy children. A doctor’s 
use of a needle may lead to other pos- 
sibilities.) 

Who, do you suppose, made the 
clothes for the Lord Jesus on earth? 
No doubt His mother Mary in the early 
years at least—not just cutting and 
sewing that a present-day mother 
would do, but spinning the wool and 
weaving the cloth. The last robe He 
wore did not have much sewing (John 
19:23, 24). The Lord, no doubt, had 
patches on His clothes at times because 
He was very poor. He knew about 
patches and needles (Mark 2:21; 10:25). 

The Bible tells about a woman who 
was a dressmaker. She used her needle 
for the Lord Jesus though He was then 
living in Heaven and she lived in Joppa. 
(Someone in the class may tell how.) 
The Lord Jesus, when He was still liv- 
ing on earth, said, “Then shall the King 
say unto them on his right hand ... I 
was .. . naked, and ye clothed me” 
(Matt. 25:34-36). Should He say that to 
Dorcas, she might answer, “Lord, when 
did I see You naked, and clothe You?” 
And He would say, “Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me” (v. 40). 

Dorcas suddenly fell sick and died. 
All the Christians were sad. Why 
should such a good woman die? They 
had heard that Peter was nine miles 
away, visiting the church in Lydda. A 
man there named Aeneas, who had been 
sick abed for eight years, got right up, 
all cured, when Peter told him that 
Jesus Christ made him well. Two men 
were sent to ask Peter to come to 
Joppa right away. 

What did Peter see when he came? 
(Acts 9:39.) Women and their children 
wearing the clothes Dorcas had made 
for them, crying as if their hearts would 
break—Dorcas lying there so still and 
white on the mat on the floor. What 
did Peter do? What happened? (vv. 
40, 41.) What a thrill it was to see 
Dorcas again! Cheeks pink, she moved 
around among them, speaking the same 
kind, encouraging words she always 
did! And first thing you knew, she was 
right back sewing again! 

Many people from all around came to 
see the dead woman who was alive 
again. Of course, always they were 





told the Lord Jesus had done it. Many 
of the people became Christians. They 
wanted a God like that! 

Different ones have different talents. 
Especially you boys could not use a 
needle for the Lord Jesus! What do you 
have that you can use? Moses had a 
shepherd’s stick. David had a sling- 
shot. One boy had a lunch. Matthew 
had a pen. Martha had a stove. Mary 
had a jar of perfume. Dorcas had a 
needle. Do you have a bicycle? There 
are Sunday school papers that could be 
taken to sick boys and girls. Can you 
tear and roll bandages for our mission- 
ary box? Can you girls make doll 
clothes for the box? Can you boys make 
cut-up puzzles from Scripture pictures? 
Can you help little brother do some- 
thing too hard for him? Can you use 
your hands to wash dishes for a tired 
mother? Can you use your feet to do 
errands for an old lady down the street? 
Can you read to an old man who cannot 
see? Oh, there are many things to do! 

Here are some Bible verses to give 
you a send-off when you think just 
what you can do: “Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only” (Jas. 1:22, 
Memory Verse. Also 1 John 3:18; 4:21; 
Gal. 6:10; Matt. 25:40.) Now we can 
add to last week’s lesson (walking with 
Jesus, talking with Jesus, kneeling be- 
fore Jesus): doing something for Jesus! 
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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 6 
1. Little Foxes 
(Song of Solomon 2:15) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OR four successive meetings we 

shall be thinking about sins, temp- 
tations, bad habits, and other problems 
that assail young people. While these 
are not seasonal, the thought is that 
such situations and problems may be 
intensified as the school year begins and 
the increased social activity of the fall 
and winter months sets in. 


se 


Lest any of us be fooled by the ob- 
jection, sure to be raised by some, that 
such thinking and self-examination is 
morbid and unhealthy and will only 
make us self-conscious, let it be said 
that common sense and experience have 
demonstrated that it pays to look care- 
fully and frankly as to where one is g0- 
ing. To stumble in the path of life over 
obstacles in the way or to plunge into 
mud or filth just because we tried to 
ignore them or did not look ahead is 
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stupid. The wise young person con- 
siders carefully what may be the tend- 
ency of his habits and the result of his 
conduct, and what may be the ultimate 
cost. 

eg 


This week’s topic is given to so-called 
“little” sins and habits and acts that so 
often we excuse or look upon as not 
very important or harmful. We pass 
over telling an untruth as a “little white 
lie that will not hurt anyone.” An out- 
burst of anger is justified by reminding 
ourselves—and others—that we _ in- 
herited a quick temper. Selfishness will 
be explained away by any number of 
excuses. Wounding a friend or ac- 
quaintance by repeating a half truth or 
violating a confidence is called just a 
little innocent gossip. And so it goes. 


se 


The Scripture verse for our topic sug- 
gests that these so-called “little sins” 
are like little foxes (Song of Sol. 2:15). 
Surely little foxes cannot do very much 
damage—nothing like the destruction 
and death that full-grown foxes can 
bring to a poultry farm. Yet we are 
told that they “spoil the vines.” The 
thought here is that they destroy the 
blossoms and thus prevent the produc- 
tion of the grapes. 


vg 


The follower of the Lord Jesus is to 
be a fruit bearer (John 15:1-5). The 
fruit is described in Galatians 5:22, 23. 
Even so-called “little sins” eat away the 
blossoms of our Christian life and pre- 
vent fruit bearing and spoil our testi- 
mony before others. 


se 


It is well to ask, “Does God classify 
sins as little or great? There is no such 
grading mentioned in Scripture. Again 
and again you will find sins that we 
usually think of as heinous or terrible 
mentioned side by side with those we 
like to consider as lesser. Read Ro- 
mans 1:29-31; Galatians 5:19-21; 2 Tim- 
othy 3: 2-4. 


we 


The Lord Jesus did not go to the cross 
to win for us a partial victory over sin’s 
power. God’s command to us is not 
that we are to renounce only “great” 
sins, but rather he says to us: “Let not 
sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof. Neither yield ye your mem- 
bers as instruments of unrighteousness 
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto 
God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as _instru- 
ments of righteousness unto God. For 
sin shall not have dominion over you” 
(Rom. 6:12-14). To accomplish this we 
are to “reckon” ourselves “to be dead in- 
deed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (v. 11). 


b 


But, no doubt some of us are saying, 
“Does God expect me to be perfect? 
I can’t possibly overcome all these ‘lit- 
tle sins.” God’s answer is that He 


expects us to be like His Son. (Eph. 
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1:4; 1 Pet. 1:15, 16; 2:1-5), and He has 
made it possible for us to win the vic- 
tory, not by depending upon our own 
strength or determination, but by 
counting on the fact that we are dead 
to sin and alive to God, and by trust- 
ing the Lord Jesus, who lives in us 
(Gal. 2:20). 
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Secret of Assurance 
(Continued from page 571) 


Christ’s Word is like a good seed in a 
good soil, ever growing up in Him. As 
we abide in His Word, our discipleship 
is confirmed and strengthened, and we 
experience the blessedness of being not 
merely a formal disciple but a disciple 
“indeed.” 

Another blessed consequence of our 
abiding in Christ’s Word will be that we 
shall come to know the truth and to 
experience its liberating power: “And 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free” (John 8:32). Con- 
tinuing in His Word they would come 
fully to know the truth, and to realize 
in the very depths of their being the 
trustworthy character of all that Christ 
uttered. The truth (John 14:6) is one 
of the distinguishing names which 
Christ takes to Himself. He is truth 
incarnate, being “full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14). This knowledge of the 


’ truth is the natural result of true dis- 


cipleship. Pilate asked, “What is 
truth?” (John 18:38.) But he received 
no reply, having no eye to see it, no 
heart to receive it, no will to follow it. 
The truth being the element in which 
the believer lives, theré is in his abiding 
in it a guarantee of fuller knowledge. 
“In thy light shall we see light” (Psa. 
36:9). While others are “ever learning 
and never able to come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:7) because 
of moral and spiritual infidelity, the 
tried and approved disciple receives a 
fuller knowledge. The Spirit reveals to 
him greater revelations of the truth in 


Christ (see John 7:17) and he sees more 
of the beauty and glory of Christ. 

The Lord Jesus who has revealed to 
us the character and attributes of God, 
the nature of true holiness, the wonder 
of divine love, the redemptive plan of 
God, His eternal purposes, and the real- 
ity of Heaven and hell, also gives to 
those who receive and obey the truth 
the gift of true freedom: “the truth 
shall make you free” (John 8:32). The 
Jews who listened to Christ’s words 
said that they had no need of freedom. 
Relying upon their descent from Abra- 
ham and their consequent privileges in 
connection with the Old Covenant, the 
Jews claimed to be free men. They 
were blind to the fact they were in 
bondage to Rome, and far worse, were 
in bondage to an enemy far more 
powerful, tyrannical, and destructive 
than any Roman despot. They were en- 
slaved to sin in many forms: to envy, 
greed, hypocrisy, and hate. In their 
hearts was that spirit of murder, which 
was to come to full fruition in crucify- 
ing the Son of God, the King of Israel. 
The worst cases of bondage are those 
where there is a pretense of liberty. 
Free-thinkers and free-livers are people 
who are actually utter strangers to real 
liberty, and who are in the most de- 
grading bondage to error and lust. 

It is only when we come to know the 
truth about ourselves, through our 
knowledge of Christ’s Word and the 
revelation of His love at Calvary, that 
we realize our own guilt, bondage, and 
helplessness. To realize our bondage is 
the first step to freedom. Trusting in 
Christ and abiding in His Word, we 
learn the secret of freedom. At the 
Cross we learn the truth about our sin 
and guilt, and how Christ by His death 
atoned for our sins, that we might stand 
before God with all our sins pardoned 
for ever. Resting by faith in this glori- 
ous truth, the soul is freed from the 
burden of sin and guilt. Abiding in 
His Word we. learn of Christ, of His 
grace and power, and that He holds the 
secret of liberation from all that en- 
slaves us. He has the mastery of all 
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spiritual forces and can accordingly set 
free the bound soul. He smites the en- 
emy who lords it over his spiritual 
captives; He breaks our fetters; He calls 
us His freemen; He animates us with 
the spirit of liberty. To abide in the 
Word is to know that it is the risen, 
victorious Christ who is in us and with 
us, to break every fetter that binds us. 

Godet beautifully says that “the em- 
pire of sin in a human heart is based 
upon an illusion, a fascination. Let 
truth shine, and the spell is broken, the 
will is disgusted with that which se- 
duced it—‘the bird escapes from the 
net of the fowler.’” Evil has its strong- 
hold in darkness and the light of truth 
exposes and destroys it, setting the soul 
free from ignorance and error. Christ 
who is Himself the truth emancipates 
us from the tyranny of Satan. Apart 
from Him we are impotent (John 15: 
5), and all our efforts to break the fet- 
ters that bind us will be in vain. But 
when we trust entirely in Christ’s aton- 
ing sacrifice for our salvation, and daily 
abide in His Word, then we shall gain 
the victory over self and sin, and all 
that enslaves and oppresses us, and we 
shall understand from blessed experi- 
ence the meaning of Christ’s words 
when He said, “If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed” 
(John 8:36). 


ve 


The Value of Liturgy 
(Continued from page 575) 


Good Friday. The Easter season, of 
course, is the occasion of the reading of 
the accounts of the appearances of the 
risen Lord after His resurrection from 
the dead. 

As an illustration of the clear doc- 
trinal teaching of this liturgy, the 
Proper Prefaces for Ascension Day and 
Whitsunday are worth quoting. 

On Ascension Day, the worshiper is 
exhorted to give thanks to God the 
Father, “Through thy most dearly be- 
loved Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who 
after his most glorious resurrection 
manifestly appeared to all his Apostles, 
and in their sight ascended up into 
heaven to prepare a place for us; that 
where he is, thither we might also as- 
cend, and reign with him in glory.” 
On Whitsunday, instead of the above we 
read, “Through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
according to whose most true promise, 
the Holy Ghost came down as at this 
time from heaven with a sudden great 
sound, as it had been a mighty wind, 
in the likeness of fiery tongues, lighting 
upon the Apostles, to teach them, and to 
lead them to all truth; giving them both 
the gift of tongues, and also boldness 
with fervent zeal constantly to preach 
the Gospel unto all nations; whereby 
we have been brought out of darkness 
and error into the clear light and true 
knowledge of thee, and of thy Son Jesus 
Christ.” 

The liturgy is of great value in keep- 
ing our doctrines true to the Scrip- 
tures. In times when the climate of 
opinion might lead ministers into error 
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or a wrong balance of truth, the re- 
quired services keep the flock from be- 
ing led astray by the various winds 
of doctrine. 

2. Ethical Value. In the epistles of 
St. Paul we find that his great doctrinal 
sections are followed by his teaching on 
Christian behavior. The Christian faith, 
where received and believed, is to re- 
sult in a certain type of life. In the 
liturgy, which is founded on the Word 
of God, there is definite ethical teach- 
ing. Christians must be brought face to 
face with the moral demands of God. 

It seems to me a very healthy thing, 
in these days of moral laxity, to hear. 
the Law of the Lord, which came from 
Mount Sinai. The minister reads the 
Ten Commandments at the beginning of 
every parish communion. The kneeling 
congregation is introduced to them by 
the words, “God spake these words, and 
said .. .” As each commandment is read, 
the people respond, “Lord, have mercy 
upon us, and incline our hearts to keep 
this law.” 

The words at the end of the Prayer 
of the General Confession are indicative 
of the ethical emphasis throughout the 
whole liturgy, “Grant, O most merciful 
Father ... that we may hereafter live a 
godly, righteous, and sober life. To the 
glory of thy holy Name.” 

3. Devotional Value. Liturgies are 
carefully planned, with hours of careful 
thought given to the language used and 
the thoughts expressed. Each worshiper 
has in his hands the service. If his 
heart is in tune with God, he can enter 
into the worship of God with intelli- 
gence and co-operation. This worship 
is truly congregational, for all have their 
part. Thus the devotional value of the 
service is not so dependent upon the 
ability of any particular minister, but 
upon the truth and beauty of the service 
being taken. 

There is no doubt that a minister who 
is a person of outstanding ability and 
spirituality, may have greater scope for 
his gifts in other types of services, but 
most of the men in the ministry are 
of more ordinary qualifications. Yet 
where there is reverence in the reading 
of the prayer and true faith in the heart, 
the liturgical service is of great devo- 
tional value. How often have I heard 
people say that some services are more 
like sacred concerts than services of 
worship. The liturgy helps overcome 
this, for the great thing is the reality of 
God and His truth. 

When all this is said for the regular 
worship of God in a liturgical way, it is 
of course admitted that the more in- 
formal gatherings for prayer and Bible 
study are absolutely necessary. There 
is the danger of listening to the words 
without receiving the truth and with- 
out realizing the implications of what is 
said for one’s own life. Nonliturgical 
gatherings are necessary often to em- 
phasize certain aspects of the faith, 
pre-eminently personal faith and re- 
sponse to our Lord. But where there is 
a true acceptance of our Lord as 
Saviour, the liturgical service is of great 
value in the Christian Church—doc- 
trinally, ethically, and devotionally. 











Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


The New Birth. By Herman A. Hoyt. 
(Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio, 
$2.50.) This’ is the first exhaustive 
treatment of the third chapter of the 
Gospel of John that has come to the 
attention of this reviewer in recent 
years. The author gives primary con- 
sideration to the doctrine of the new 
birth, but treats every statement in the 
chapter. There is evidence of long and 
extensive research, with diligent ap- 
praisal of relative material, as well as 
original thinking and conclusions. 

The author holds the view that “wa- 
ter” in verse five means “the Word of 
God” and deals meticulously with this 
statement. 

After “Introduction to Study of the 
New Birth” there are eight chapters 
entitled Importance, Announcement, Ex- 
planation, Absolute Necessity, Founda- 
tion, Proposition, The Romance Created 
by the New Birth, and The Preciousness 
of the New Birth. s 

This book is thoroughly orthodox and 
evangelical, and will be appreciated by 
TIMEs readers. It ought to be particu- 
larly helpful to young ministers. 


Calvin’s Doctrine of the Christian 
Life. By Ronald S. Wallace. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $5.) Consisting for the most 
part of quotations from, and para- 
phrases of, Calvin’s writings, this vol- 
ume presents a systematic treatment of 
the Christian life. Special emphasis is 
given to sanctification, regeneration, the 
Scriptures, and faith as they come under 
the Reformer’s purview. There is little 
discussion by the author. However, in 
his introduction he speaks of some prob- 
lems in the study, problems that he 
has resolved for himself as the various 
facets of the doctrine are “seen to arise 
from his [Calvin’s] doctrine of the per- 
son and work of Christ.” The volume 
is well arranged, fully documented, and 
should prove a blessing to all who want 
to know the Biblical doctrine of the 
Christian life as Calvin saw it. 


A Believer’s Life of Christ. By John 
C. Rankin. (W. A. Wilde Co., Natick, 
Mass., $3:50.) The life of Christ is al- 
ways thrilling in interest to anyone 
who values. his salvation. Beginning 
with the Virgin Birth, the author seeks 
to put together from the four Gospels 
the facts of the life of our Saviour. 
The story is simply told and is fasci- 
natingly interesting. In fact, it seeks to 
be a harmony of the life of Christ. The 
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author does not expect every Christian 
to agree in every detail, but many will 
be indebted to him for so clearly put- 
ting together these facts. The account 
is written from the standpoint of faith. 
The author evidently believes in the 
reformed faith. He quotes. several 
times from the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism. However, many Bible stu- 
dents will disagree with the last two 
chapters on things to come. Take this 
statement: “Briefly stated, our position 
is that the coming of the Lord should be 
interpreted as having occurred in A.D. 
70.” The word parousia so often used 
to tell of the return of Christ, means 
“bodily presence.” We have no reason 
to believe that this took place at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem under Titus. Or 
this: “The prophets of the past had 
spoken of God’s great judgment visited 
upon the people of old as something 
less than ‘a full end.’ Not so Jesus, 
however. For Him it was ‘the end,’ 
and signified God’s final full rejection 
of the Jewish race, as such, as the peo- 
ple of God in any special sense.” We 
cannot believe that God is done with 
Israel. Perhaps he seeks to set these 
matters straight in his final chapter, 
where he says, “And yet his great and 
final coming still awaits.” We can only 
wish that these final chapters were a 
little clearer in what is otherwise an 
excellent account. 
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oy Bible Readings on the International 
essons, issued the International 
Sunday School Lesson Co: ittee. 


July 31 to August 6 

Mon.—Acts 9:36-43. Christian Service. 

Dorcas, a Greek name, means a 
“gazelle.” She was a disciple of the 
Lord Jesus and did good works for 
Him. But this did not keep her from 
sickness and death, which have been 
in the world ever since the Fall. Peter 
arranged for the room to be quiet, then 
prayed. He had real faith and God an- 
Swered him at once. But this does not 
mean that we may expect God to raise 
up loved ones who die today. Dorcas’s 
resuscitation was a real miracle and led 
many to believe in Christ. We find in 
Acts that God worked many miracles 
to help establish the early church. 


Tues—Acts 6:1-7. The First Deacons. 

It is good to note that by this time 
“the number of the disciples was multi- 
plied.” We see that the habit of com- 
Plaining and criticizing was already 
getting into the church. The Twelve 
handled the problem well, asking all 
the disciples to choose seven (the num- 
ber of completeness) Spirit-filled men 
to take care of material details. But 
the apostles put first prayer and the 
Preaching of the Word. See the place 
8iven to prayer in these transactions 
(vv. 4, 6). Stephen’s wonderful address 


July 22, 1961 (Lesson for August 6) 





and triumphant death (chap. 7) show 
that he was indeed God’s choice for a 
deacon. He showed that he knew the 
Word thoroughly and trusted God. 
After the deacons were elected, the seed 
of the Word was widely scattered and 
brought forth much fruit. 


Wed.—Galatians 6:1-10. 
Doing Good to All. 


A sinning Christian is to be gently 
corrected by spiritual men, who realize 
that they, too, need to watch against 
sin. There is no contradiction between 
verses 2 and 5, for both are applicable 
at different times. For a good illustra- 
tion of verse 5, see Numbers 4, where 
the duties of those who transported the 
Tabernacle are described. Those who 
learn from Bible teachers should share 
their goods, or income, with them, 
“distributing to the necessity of saints” 
(Rom. 12:13). Here are serious warn- 
ings against a sinful life, and much en- 
couragement to keep steadily on in 
God’s service. Very near the end of 
his life George Whitefield said, “Lord 
Jesus, I am weary in Thy work, but 
not of it.” 


Thurs.—Romans 15:1-7. 
Harmonious Living. 
The first three verses of chapter 15 
show how kind we should be to others, 
and hold up Christ as our example. 
The fourth verse is very important, giv- 
ing us assurance that the whole Bible is 
for us, though many Old Testament 
passages are not addressed primarily 
to us but to Israel. Note that in this 
chapter God is described in four ways: 
“the God of patience and consolation” 
(v. 5); “the God of hope” (v. 13); “the 
God of peace” (v. 33). We need all 
these attributes. Verses 5-7 show us how 
to have true unity, which centers in 
Christ. 


Fri—Romans 13:8-14. Love and Law. 

Some form of “love” is used here five 
times; and Paul quotes the last five of 
the Ten Commandments and says they 
are summed up in this from Leviticus, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (19:18). What a high standard, 
attainable only by the Holy Spirit; yet 
what a good rule by which to test our 
own love! Darkness and light are con- 
trasted, and we are twice told to put on 
something or Someone: “the armour of 
light” and “the Lord, Jesus Christ.” He 
is the Light of the world, and the 
armor He has provided for us is found 
in Ephesians 6. The exhortation to 
walk honestly is needed even by 
Christians. We are to think as little as 
possible about the temptations of the 
flesh and fix our minds on Christ. 


Sat.—Hebrews 13:7-16. 
A Good Neighbor. 
We are to remember faithful pastors 
and teachers, imitate their faith, and 
notice the aim of their behavior. In 
contrast to them, Jesus Christ never 
changes; and beside verse 8 we can put 
Revelation 1:4, “him which is, and 
which was, and which is to come.” He 
is God, who said, “For I am the Lord, I 
change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob 








WANTED: A missionary y organization in down- 
town Philadelphia needs a or stenographer, 
including general office work. This is an opportunity 
for effective Christian service. Pleasant \y 
air-conditioned offices. Write to Adv. No. |. The 
Sunday School Timés, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 


5, Pa. 








Windshield Stickers Offered Free 
Attractive, colored windshield stickers 
(“Ye Must Be Born Again”) are avail- 
able without charge from Atlanta Testa- 
ment League, P. O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. Send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope with your request. 














PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW D/RECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 
® You to know that Commies and Mos- 


lems win N that the 
Bible is pe: Br mite ans book to make 
Negroes subservi 
ee More le to a deep! —— 
about poet anti-Christ tea 
eee That this CBI work of God needs 
workers, needs payee helpers, pe 
support to more enter open doo 

r 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga 
Talmage Payne, Director 

















are not consumed” (Mal. 3:6). As we 
meditate daily in the Scriptures, we 
shall be guarded against strange doc- 
trines and our hearts will be made 
steady by the grace of God. Christ suf- 
fered outside the wall of old Jerusa- 
lem, and we must expect some reproach 
for His sake. One of the sorrows of 
this earth is to have to give up old 
homes and friends and move to another 
place. But when we must, it is a great 
comfort to know that we are looking 
forward to the Celestial City. With 
Abraham we look “for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). 


Sun.—1 Peter 4:8-11. 
Loving One Another. 
As in 1 Corinthians 13, charity, or 
love, is here shown to be the most im- 
portant virtue for Christians. It over- 
looks the sins of others, and this is not 
too hard to do when we remember 
how many of our own we have. It isa 
real blessing to a Christian home to en- 
tertain other Christians, ‘and this we 
are to do cheerfully, without worrying 
about the expense. It is very worth- 
while to entertain missionaries, for it 
helps them, and children in the home 
may be stimulated to offer themselves 
for foreign service. We are to use our 
talents from God for the good of others. 
The aim of our teaching and preaching 
should be to glorify God.. 
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